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Sir: 

The attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the documents listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. 



No fee or certification is required in connection with this 
Information Disclosure Statement, since it is being submitted prior 
to the last of (1) issuance of a first official action on the 
merits and (2) expiration of the three month period following 
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filing of the above-capt ioned application. 

These documents are of record in parent application Serial No. 
09/139,773, filed August 25, 1998. 

Documents UA, UB, UC, UD, UE, UF, UG and UH were cited in the 
Office Action dated July 20, 1999. A copy of Notice of References 
Cited (PTO-892, Paper No. 3) is enclosed. Document UI was cited in 
the Office Action dated March 21, 2000. A copy of Notice of 
References Cited (PTO-892, Paper No. 6) is enclosed. 

No concise explanation of the relevance of documents UA and UB 
is believed to be required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98 because the 
documents are in English. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge our Deposit Account 
No. 111833 for any fee which is deemed by the Patent and Trademark 
Office to be required to effect consideration of this statement. 



Respectfully submitted, 



KUBOVCIK & KUBOVCIK 




Keiko Tanaka Kubovcik 
Reg. No. 4 0,42 8 
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Atty. Case No.: ITOH-050-035 
The Farragut Building 
Suite 710 

900 17th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
Tel: (202) 887-9023 
Fax: (202) 887-9093 
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Attachments : PTO-144 9 

Copy of PTO-892, Paper No 
Copy of PTO-8 92, Paper No 
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